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The dependent and shifting nature of art values, not only on the market but inherently, @is uppermost in the
mind of today’s art collector, whether he buys for himself or as the representative of an institution. Acquiring a
work is acquiring a piece of art history, or it is acquiring nothing (beyond, that is, an object of personal

enjoyment in the same class as a cat or a souvenir). In signing his check the collector ®asserts his belief in the

future presence of the work as a significant point (©attaining by art as a whole. History, however, is open to
anything and the merit of the chosen painting or sculpture has—at best—only the validation of a present-day
consensus. This consensus is all but certain @to be displaced, as others have been in the past. In the last
analysis, committing himself to a painting is the collector’s own act. Through it he ®courageously affirms not
only his aesthetic judgment, from whatever source it be derived, but the conviction that he can predict where

art is going.
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The @independent and shifting nature of art values, not only on the market but inherently, is ®uppermost in
the mind of today’s art collector, whether he buys for himself or as the representative of an institution.
Acquiring a work is acquiring a piece of art history, or it is acquiring nothing (beyond, that is, an object of
personal enjoyment in the same class as a cat or a (©souvenir). In signing his check the collector asserts his belief

in the future presence of the work as a significant point attained by art as a whole. History, however, is open to
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anything and the @merit of the chosen painting or sculpture has—at best—only the validation of a present-
day consensus. This consensus is all but certain to be displaced, as others have been in the past. In the last
analysis, committing himself to a painting is the collector’s own act. Through it he courageously affirms not
only his aesthetic judgment, from whatever source it be derived, but the (®conviction that he can predict

where art is going.
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The dependent and shifting nature of art values, not only on the market but inherently, is uppermost in the
mind of today’s art collector, whether he buys for himself or as the representative of an institution. Acquiring a

work is acquiring a piece of art history, or it is acquiring nothing (beyond, that is, an object of personal
enjoyment in the same class as a cat or a souvenir). ( @) In signing his check the collector asserts his belief in

the future presence of the work as a significant point attained by art as a whole. (@) History, however, is

open to anything and the merit of the chosen painting or sculpture has—at best—only the validation of a
present-day consensus. (@) In the last analysis, committing himself to a painting is the collector’s own act. (
@) Through it he courageously affirms not only his aesthetic judgment, from whatever source it be derived,

but the conviction that he can predict where art is going. ( ®)
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This consensus is all but certain to be displaced, as others have been in the past.

@ ® @ ® ©

The dependent and shifting nature of art values, not only on the market but inherently, is uppermost in the
mind of today’s art collector, whether he buys for himself or as the representative of an institution. Acquiring a
work is acquiring a piece of art history, or it is acquiring nothing (beyond, that is, an object of personal
enjoyment in the same class as a cat or a souvenir). In signing his check the collector asserts his belief in the
future presence of the work as a significant point attained by art as a whole. History, however, is open to
anything and the merit of the chosen painting or sculpture has—at best—only the validation of a present-day
consensus. This consensus is all but certain to be displaced, as others have been in the past. In the last analysis,
committing himself to a painting is the collector’s own act. Through it he courageously affirms not only his

aesthetic judgment, from whatever source it be derived, but the conviction that @_
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@ the market will reward his patience in time
@ hecan predict where art is going
® personal enjoyment outweighs any claim to lasting value
@ present-day taste will never be overturned again

(5 a museum alone can settle what art means
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The dependent and shifting nature of art values, not only on the market but inherently, is uppermost in the
mind of today’s art collector, whether he buys for himself or as the representative of an institution. Acquiring a
work is acquiring a piece of art history, or it is acquiring nothing (beyond, that is, an object of personal
enjoyment in the same class as a cat or a souvenir). In signing his check the collector asserts his belief in the
future presence of the work as a significant point attained by art as a whole. History, however, is open to
anything and the merit of the chosen painting or sculpture has—at best—only the validation of a present-day
consensus. This consensus is all but certain to be displaced, as others have been in the past. In the last analysis,
committing himself to a painting is the collector’s own act. Through it he courageously affirms not only his

aesthetic judgment, from whatever source it be derived, but the conviction that he can predict where art is

going.
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(@ How Museums Decide Which Artists Will Survive
@ Collecting for Pleasure: A Cat, a Souvenir, a Painting
®) Signing the Check: Betting One’s Own Eye Against History
@ The Steady Rules That Keep Art Prices Fair

® Why Personal Taste Should Replace Expert Opinion
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07 consensus

08 Buying a work is

ultimately a bet on

the future of art.
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work is ultimately the collector’'s own bet on the future of art. (13 &% - =71 M&2
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